THE MAN I KNEW

side. Douglas insisted on providing me with a complete
new outfit of clothes, suitable for the climate of India and
everyday life there. My "essentially London clothes" were
left at Princes Gate for future wear on any occasion that we
might be visiting London again.

Both Douglas and I received many delightful letters of
congratulation, of which there are too many to quote from,
but we both appreciated especially the following which I
received:

34 PORTLAND PLACE,

LONDON, W.

June 30, 05

DEAR Miss VIVIAN,

Will you think me intrusive if I write you a line of
very warm congratulation on your engagement? When we
were labouring in 1901-2 I used to hear from returning
officers one chorus of panegyric of the ideal staff officer,
who from the first had made the reputation of his chiefs,
and I always knew whose name would follow the preamble.
I do not suppose there is a more popular., appreciated or
successful officer in the Army, and I wish you joy with all
my heart.

Yours v. truly,

ST. JOHN BRODRICK